NATIONALISM   BEFORE   i q r 4
Patriotic Society, formed in 1912 to expel the Turks and to
establish autonomous government, had as members the princi-
pal Arabs, including more than a hundred Arab officers of all
ranks. Manifestos and literature from Basra and Constantinople
attacking the Turkish Government circulated in the city.
Placards appeared on the walls of Baghdad, as on March i8th,
exhorting Arabs to rise against their oppressors and to demand
autonomy or decentralization. The reforms announced in
April and May were dismissed as being inadequate. The news-
papers Bain an-Nahram and al-Misbak1 took courage and
demanded further reforms and decentralization. A delegate,
Taufiq as-Suwaidi, son of Yusuf as-Suwaidi, an outstanding
leader in the Movement, was nominated to the first Arab Con-
gress held in Paris, June i8th, 1913. Even more significant
was the growing hostility between the Turkish and the Arab
officers of the i3th Army Corps in the Baghdad Barracks, and
between the Turkish and Arab civil officials of the Wilayet.2
The Turks were not inactive in the face of these manifesta-
tions of Arab feeling. Arab teachers and mullas'wzrz appointed
to advocate faithfulness to the Government, inspired articles
appeared in the Press,D and reforms were promised. Spies were
increased and following a search in Baghdad by the police for
a supposed emissary of Egyptian and Syrian Nationalists, a
sudden arrest of Arab leaders was made, June 14-th. Among
them were: Yusuf as-Suwaidi, Saiyid Kamil Effendi, proprietor
of the suppressed Bain an-Nahrain, ShukrI Effendi and Salman
Effendi. Mahmud Effendi, editor of Bain an-Nahrain, was also
1 Founded in Baghdad by Muhammad Kamil, December 9th, 1909, and by
* Abdul Husain al-'Uzri, March 7th, 1911.
3 Events in Turkish 'Iraq, March to October, 1913, passim.
3 Al-Zuhur (Baghdad) published the following, March I4th, 1913, under the
heading 'Decentralization*:
'Some Muhammadans want decentralization. They ought to know that
decentralization is not permissible according to the Muhammadan Law because
the centre of the whole Islamic world is the town of the Khalifa. Christians are
said to be making great progress by means of decentralization, but Muslims must
recollect that Christians have three Gods and caa, therefore, have more than one
centre. Muslims, having only one God, can have but one centre.3
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